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Media contact:  Laura at (305) 672-5202 or lq@rhythmfoundation.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Big Night in Little Haiti, Third Fridays

SHLEU SHLEU MIAMI ALL STARS in concert
MAR-DI GRAS, a Haitian Carnival – launching Miami Carnival in the Gardens
FREE!

Friday September 16, 2011

6PM  - 10PM

Little Haiti Cultural Center:  212 NE 59 Terrace, Miami 33137

Info:  BigNightLittleHaiti.com or (305) 960-2969

Presented by The Rhythm Foundation and the Little Haiti Cultural Center

The September edition of Big Night in Little Haiti will be an unforgettable party – old school Caribbean dance rhythms, and a peek at the thrilling spectacle of Miami Carnival.  Big Night in Little Haiti, Friday September 16, is truly big this month.  The popular free monthly event at the Little Haiti Cultural Center features classic Haitian music from the Shleu Shleu Miami All Stars in the plaza, preceded by a costume and music show to launch Miami Carnival.

The Shleu Shleu Miami All Stars are the main branch of the legendary Shleu Shleu, which formed in 1965 in Port au Prince – the longest running act in the history of compa.   Co-founder and drummer Smith Jean Baptiste created a signature sound for upscale dance parties in Haiti and the Caribbean, where the band contributed massive hit singles and Carnival anthems.  During the 1970s and beyond, the band evolved, and some members went separate ways.  Now based in South Florida, Smith Jean Baptiste has revitalized the group as the Shleu Shleu Miami All Stars, keeping alive the elegant and uptempo rhythms that rocked the Haitian society party at the Hotel Villa Creole almost 50 years ago. 

Shleu Shleu Miami All Stars online http://jazzenfolie.net

Mar-di Gras, a Haitian Carnival, opens the night in the plaza with a live performance and costume show by Ti-Chapo - a Haitian masquerade band based in South Florida, whose mission is to promote the rich culture of Haiti through participation in Caribbean Carnivals throughout the US.  

The story of TiChapo started with Roldye Azard whose passion for carnival began as a child in Haiti. In the 1990s, she had masquerade parties during the time of Carnival to reenact the “spirit” of the season to those who did not travel to Haiti for carnival. Her love for the Haitian culture, dance, and music began the birth of “Bal TiChapo” where participants wore decorated hats to attend. In 2007, she founded TiChapo as a masquerade group primarily made up of Haitian professionals and students to participate in the Caribbean Carnival with other members of the Broward Caribbean Carnival Association.  In 2010, they were honored to have the support of the City of Jacmel (Haiti), the Ministry of Haitians Living Abroad, the Haitian Ministry of Tourism, the Haitian Ministry of Culture and Communication, The Haitian Consulate of Miami, and the City of Miami Commission District 5.

http://www.tichapo.com


The Miami Carnival in the Gardens is a celebration of diversity in the Caribbean community, held this year the second weekend in October. It is one of the largest street festivals in Florida, and attracts over 100,000 people every year – local South Florida audiences, and visitors from the US, Canada, the Caribbean and beyond. Pre-carnival events begin two weeks prior, with the culmination at the carnival parade at Miami Carnival in the Gardens at SunLife Stadium October 9th.  Following the parade, massive stages at the stadium showcase some of the top Caribbean bands today. The event, now in its 26th year, is produced by Miami Broward One Carnival Host Committee. Originally focused primarily on the local and visiting Trinidadian community, Miami Carnival now includes participants from many Caribbean cultures and beyond, with a growing Haitian presence.

http://MiamiBrowardCarnival.com


Beyond the show on the plaza, Big Night in Little Haiti on September 16th will feature a costume making session in the studio for children and adults. The night also includes hands-on mural and art activities, coordinated with the MLK Mural Project.

The Little Haiti Cultural Center gallery hosts an exhibit to delight photography buffs.  The IPC Visual Lab exhibit is curated by renowned photographer Carl Juste.

Art from the Heart of Little Haiti, a series of tapestry panels with a montage of personal stories centered on the impact of the 2010 earthquake, will also debut at the Little Haiti Cultural Center that evening.  The project is coordinated by Center for Folk and Community Art artists Dena Stewart and Stewart Stewart.  The Stewarts will moderate an interactive dialogue in which the artwork will be interpreted, and stories shared.  Most of the stories and artwork was done by students at North Miami Beach Senior High.

Participating sites

Haitian Cultural Arts Alliance

225 NE 59 Street, Miami

6 PM – 10 PM, free

Open studios, and an exhibit of the metal work of Serge Jolimeau and found object sculpture of Lionel St Eloi
7th Circuit Studios:  Moksha Gallery and Boutique

228 NE 59 Street, Miami
6 pm – 10 PM, free open art gallery and Pleaidian Lounge (free)
10 PM – 3AM:  Wraps & Kush, Moksha Roots Allstars with special guests
 ($10, ages 18+)
Big Night in Little Haiti brings great crowds to the Little Haiti Cultural Center to enjoy a free concert in the plaza, art in the studios, and to experience the neighborhood.  More than a thousand people have attended previous months’ editions – locals from the neighborhood, hipsters, families with young children enjoying a night out, tourists and people who have never before visited Little Haiti. 

Big Night in Little Haiti is a free monthly event, scheduled each Third Friday.  Details at BigNightLittleHaiti.com or 305-960-2969.

Big Night in Little Haiti is produced by The Rhythm Foundation and the Little Haiti Cultural Center.  Major support is provided by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, through the Knight Arts Challenge Grant.  Additional support is received from the City of Miami, Prestige Beer and AmericanAirlines.
Presenter Information

About The Rhythm Foundation

The Rhythm Foundation, a Miami-based non-profit cultural organization, is the foremost presenter of world music in Florida.  Founded in 1988 with the goal of increasing international awareness through live music, the Rhythm Foundation has presented more than 400 concerts, events and festivals by established and innovative artists from around the world. Special focus is given to those cultures connecting to South Florida audiences – music from Latin America, the Caribbean Africa, Asia and Europe. Many of the world’s established music legends have made their US or Florida debuts with The Rhythm Foundation. Recognized as one of the top world music presenters in North America, the organization has built strong name recognition and a dedicated audience over the last 22 years. Success is due to the selection of premiere artists and consistent quality of production. The Rhythm Foundation receives annual support from its loyal members, the Miami-Dade Department of Cultural Affairs and the Miami Beach Cultural Arts Council. Visit RhythmFoundation.com 

About Little Haiti Cultural Center

The Little Haiti Cultural Center (LHCC) is a newly constructed 20,000sq ft multi-purpose cultural campus that brings together people and ideas to promote, showcase and support Haitian and Afro-Caribbean culture in South Florida.  

Built in 2007, this City of Miami venue offers a unique opportunity for local and surrounding residents; as well as visitors to gain exposure to Haitian and Afro-Caribbean tradition, entertain and develop a new talent, and expand their knowledge of the arts.  For more information, please visit www.LHCulturalCenter.org or Facebook at Little Haiti Cultural Center.

About the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation:

The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation's Knight Arts Challenge is a five-year, $40 million initiative to bring South Florida together through the arts.  The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation advances journalism in the digital age and invests in the vitality of communities where the Knight brothers owned newspapers. Knight Foundation focuses on projects that promote informed and engaged communities and lead to transformational change. For more, visit KnightFoundation.org.
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